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Mr. Terry expands upon the use of the EP alphabet chart when he introduces
digraphs and blends to his first-grade students. He begins by reviewing the
alphabet charts in the classroom with his students. He focuses their attention on
the letter C card and asks the students to see if all the items on the card make
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Figure 2.1. Logo-print match.

the same /K/ sound. As the children read the logos, they quickly realize that
Chucky Cheese, Cheerios, Cheer, and Cheetos make a very unique sound:
/ch/. Mr. Terry then asks them to see if these words have some letters in com-
mon. The children immediately see the CH digraph. Mr. Terry tells the students
that the /ch/ is so special that it needs its own alphabet card. The following
day, the students ceremoniously remove the CH words from the C card and pin
them to the CH card. Two children, Charlie and Charlene, also ask if they can
put their name tags on the CH card. Another child has brought in an empty
cherry cough drop package. The students place the CH card directly below the
C card. Figure 2.2 provides an example of a C alphabet chart without the logos.
The teacher will be responsible for placing images of the logos on the chart for
the students to identify.
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Figure 2.2. The C alphabet chart.

As the vignette with Mr. Terry illustrates, children, with the explicit and specific
instruction from a knowledgeable teacher, are quickly able to build their skill in
phonemic awareness and letter recognition. The easy accessibility of the EP
enables the children to connect old information and expand to new concepts, in
this case the CH digraph. Using these highly motivating and visually appealing
materials creates a meaningful foundation for learning about the alphabetic prin-
ciple. In addition, we have found that when teachers use EP as an instructional
tool to teach letters and sounds, the print in the child’s community serves as a
constant reinforcement of the reading skills they are learning in school.
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